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Have you ever “wept with joy” at seeing or hearing 
something you considered very moving?  Was this 
event an example of someone using their God-given 
gifts in word or action that caused your joy?  In mo-
ments like that, we may also realize that we do not 
have these particular “gifts” to share and may wish 
that we did.  
  

However, none of us need be jealous of anyone 
else’s “gifts.”  Each of us has unique God-given 
gifts.  St. Paul explains why we should rejoice in 
the gifts given to others, as well as in our own gifts, 
“As a body is one though it has many parts, and all 
the parts of the body, though many are one body, so 
also Christ.  For in one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free persons, and we were all given to drink of one 
Spirit.  If a foot should say, ‘Because I am not a 
hand I do not belong to the body,’ it does not for 
this reason belong any less to the body.  But as it is, 
God placed the parts, each one of them, in the body 
as he intended.”  We are called to share our gifts 
with each other, for the benefit of all.  
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus, has just returned to His 
home town from teaching in other Synagogues.  I 
am sure Jesus felt comfortable coming back to 
where He grew up and going to the Synagogue to 
pray.  He was now ready to start His public ministry 
– to do His Father’s will.  He was anxious to share 
His mission with His home town, and to share the 
God-given gifts He wanted them to use to help Him 
accomplish His Father’s will.  

 
 

In our first reading, “Ezra read plainly from the 
book of the law of God” … “Today is holy to the 
LORD your God. Do not be sad, and do not weep, – 
for all the people were weeping as they heard the 
words of the law.”  Today, we too should not weep, 
but be joyful, because we know what Jesus came to 
do for us, to proclaim His New Law of Love, giving 
liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
and letting the oppressed go free.  His New Law of 
Love calls us to do the same for each other in His 
name, to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord, by 
using our God-give gifts to help each other, in the 
One Body of Christ.  
  

Chaplain’s Thoughts. . . 

“Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled.”  
 

by Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 

CHAPLAIN THOUGHTS 
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We are in the phase of reports.  Reports of what we have done and our proposed action 
items.  As we exhale from the Christmas events and the busy schedules with a lot of 
relaxing.  The Younger family is busy packing for the move to Charlotte, North Caroli-
na. Going back and forth between the DMV and Charlotte is a lot of work. Driving on 
that section of the interstate 85 is lonely but you do have a lot of time to contemplate 
life in general and I like to drive anyway.  And most of all use cruise control it’s a 
speed trap in my opinion.  I encourage everybody to pick a month to go to a different 
church just to see how other churches operate and celebrate Mass. 

First letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 

Brothers and sisters: There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit: 
there are different forms of service but the same Lord; there are different workings but 
the same God who produces all of them in everyone.  To each individual the manifesta-
tion of the Spirit is giving for some benefit. To one is given through the Spirit the ex-
pression of wisdom to another the expression of knowledge according to the same Spir-
it; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to 
another mighty deeds to another prophecy, to another prophecy to another discernment 
of Spirit, to another varieties of tongues to another interpretation of tongues. But one 
and the same Spirit produces all of these distributing them individually to teach person 
as he wishes  

Many hands will lighten the load. 

Grand Knight Report 
    Michael E. Younger 

                                                               mrwhy@verizon.net                              301-262-8474 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2019 
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In Support of Our Brother Knight 
John Huntley, PGK 

 
Brother Knights join in unison to offer their condolences and prayers for 

Russell Hite, father of SK John Huntley 

   PAST GRAND KNIGHTS CORNER 
Vernon Hawkins, Jr. 

                                    vhawkinsjr@aol.com                       301-336-0284 

L/R Past Grand Knights Charles Okpah, John Huntley, Alan Davis, Bernard Broadus 
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As we close out the month Jan-
uary, I want to personally 
thank everyone that helped 
make this year’s Mid-term 
meeting a tremendous success. 
I also want to thank everyone 
that participated in any way 
with the 46th Annual March for 
Life.  While there are some in 
the press that seem to think we 
only had a few thousand par-

ticipate in the March, the number presented by more reli-
able sources were somewhere in the neighborhood of 
650,000!  Linda and I were there, and I have to believe 
that this was one of, if not, the largest Marches to date. 
The number of youths there was simply overwhelming.  I 
firmly believe that the youth of today will bring our 
country back to a Culture of Life!  While we are on the 
subject of LIFE, I want to thank Grand Knight, Fred 
Nugent, and Pangborn Council for being our state’s am-
bassadors to welcome John Moore.  If you have received 
your Columbian Magazine, there is an article in it about 
Mr. Moore and his daughter and his “Walk of Faith” 
from the west coast to Washington, DC to participate in 
the March for Life.  What a powerful statement this man 
and his daughter made not only to our country, but to the 
world.  I would be remiss if I didn’t thank and congratu-
late all that supported and participated in the Polar Bear 
Plunge. I’m sorry we couldn’t be there this year.  Lastly, 
on behalf of the Maryland State Council, I want to con-
gratulate the Virginia State Council on receiving the 
1,000th Ultrasound Machine.  Another proud moment for 
the Knights of Columbus. 

 

Speaking of proud moments, on January 20, 2019, the 
Maryland State Council instituted and welcomed its 
newest council….San Oscar Arnulfo Romero Council, 
No. 17192.  This new council is located at St. Mark the 
Evangelist on Adelphi Road in Hyattsville and will be a 
part of District 14.  I want to personally congratulate and 
thank District Deputy Willians Castillo and District War-
den Winston Brunal for all of their dedication and hard 
work.  I also want to congratulate and offer my best 
wishes to Council Chaplain, Father Roberto Cortes, to 
Grand Knight Ruben A. Garcia and, to all of the Officers 
and Members of San Oscar Arnulfo Romero Council. 
While February may appear to be one of our least active 
months, don’t let appearance fool you.  It’s a perfect time 
for councils to plan activities like Retreats, Living Rosar-
ies, helping around the parish, breakfasts and, dinners 
just to mention a few. It is also a perfect opportunity to 
use these events as a tool to invite Catholic men and their 
families to become a part of our Knights of Columbus 
Family.  We are a “FAMILY” Fraternal Service Organi-
zation and, while certain things (meetings, degrees, etc.) 

 
 
are restricted to the men, we should always remember to 
include the family in the rest of our activities.  February 
is also a great time for council Grand Knights to meet 
with their Pastors to discuss his needs as well as council 
plans for the remainder of the fraternal year.  It is also a 
good time to introduce the Deputy Grand Knight so that 
he and the Pastor can become acquainted.  While the 
Pastor may know the Deputy Grand Knight as a parish-
ioner, he may or may not be aware that he is next in line 
to be the leader of your council.   
 

As I’m sure you are aware, with the “Partial Govern-
ment Shutdown,” many of the area Food Banks and Pan-
tries were hard hit and exhausted much of their supplies 
helping those they normally help along with many of the 
government employees affected by the shutdown.  Our 
Food for Families Chairman, Yen Le, is asking councils 
to consider collecting non-perishable food items and 
donating them to the nearest Food Bank or Pantry.  This 
is a terrific way for councils to help their community. 
 

Thursday, February 21st is the date for Catholics in An-
napolis.  Information about and how to sign up for this 
important day is located in this addition of the State Bul-
letin.  Catholics in Annapolis is your chance to get in-
spired and to meet face-to-face with your legislators and 
to share with them the Church’s position on important 
issues.   
 

Your help is needed on many important issues from 
stopping a proposed abortion rights constitutional 
amendment and legalization of assisted suicide to help-
ing secure scholarships for low-income students.  The 
day will begin with a rosary for our elected officials and 
conclude with a reception.  
  

Looking ahead during the month of March, please re-
member the annual Maryland March for Life in Annapo-
lis on Monday, March 4th and our annual Founders Day 
Mass and dinner on Sunday, March 31st.   
 

Lastly, a little food for thought……the Today Show had 
a recent segment about folks living longer and that it is a 
proven fact that people who are a part of a community 
live longer.  Well, now I think we can all agree that our 
Knights of Columbus family is a Catholic Community.  
Maybe that explains why so many Knights and their 
families are enjoying their “Golden” years longer.  
 
Vivat Jesus 

 

STATE DEPUTY’S REPORT 
Dale W. Trott 
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          District #1 
                        

 

Being in the second half of the fraternal year, the main 
focus for us will be membership. Although we are 100% 
membership active in the District, our numbers are 
down.  Our church is facing hard times right now and 
now more than ever it needs the Knights of Columbus. I 
found myself asking what I can do. So I decided to 
change in my Usher badge at my parish to my Knights 
of Columbus badge. It is obvious I am a usher at mass 
but now I get asked about my badge. So that is one thing 
we can do. Wear our Knights badges and pins to let the 
people know the Knights are there to support OUR 
church. 

The one thing I have loved about becoming District 
Warden, and now District Deputy, is going to the differ-
ent Councils and hearing all the great ideas that come 

up. At a recent meeting it was suggested that the Knights pick a mass a month and all go together in their 
Council jackets and sit together for mass. I love the idea. I think every Council should give it a try. It is a great 
way to show we are there for the Church. Maybe change up the mass times every month. 

I am very excited for 2019 and finishing up our second half of the Fraternal year strong! 

Vivat Jesus 

DISTRICT DEPUTY REPORT 
George T. Riddle 
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SUPREME KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

Carl A. Anderson - Supreme Knight 

#Knights4Life at the 2019 March for Life 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Knights of Columbus have been at the forefront of the March for Life 
since the very beginning. 

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson stood before the 
throngs of people assembled on the mall in Wash-
ington D.C. for this year’s 46th national March for 
Life and delivered a message four decades in the 
making, excerpts are included below: 

“Some of us have been coming back for more than 
40 years now,” he said. “But the really great news 
is that you, the pro-life generation, aren’t going to 
wait that long! You won’t have to wait that long to 
win justice for the unborn and compassionate care 
for their mothers. 

“Why? Because of the progress we’ve made in re-
building a culture of life.” 

 

An Apostle of Hope 
 

ST. JOHN PAUL II ENCOURAGED US TO CONFRONT EVIL IN THE WORLD AND 
TO BE WITNESSES OF GOD’S LOVE 
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FRATERNAL BENEFITS 
Harold Sims, Fraternal Benefit Advisor 

                                     harold.sims@kofc.org                                        202-701-2415 

I am proud to be celebrating my first year as your Knights of Columbus Field Agent. 
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McNAMARA CHAPTER 

Joseph Massimini - Chapter President 
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WALSH ASSEMBLY NEWS 

John O. Grier - Faithful Navigator 
 
 

Worthy Sir Knights, 
 

As you know, our January 14th scheduled meeting for the Bishop James E Walsh 
Assembly 1548 was cancelled due to weather conditions. An email notification 
blast was sent out.  If this notice wasn’t received, please contact me or our commu-
nications director to update your email address.  The upcoming February 11 meet-
ing will include the Renewal of Obligations.  Many have asked about the attire, 
which should be strictly followed.  Officers should be in uniform, tux, or dark 
suit.  All others should be in a suit.  I ask that all our Assembly members arrive 
on time.  The Worthy Master and Worthy Marshall will perform the ceremonies 
and pictures will be taken afterwards. 
 

The Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity for the Assembly was turned in mid-January.  Now it’s recruiting, 
recruiting, recruiting!  The Assembly needs 13-14 new members to meet the fraternal year goal and needs the 
help of all Assembly members.  Now is the time to ask your Third Degree Brother from your home Councils 
to take this important next step in their journey to full Knighthood.  If you never ask … they will never know.  
So, you will see the Faithful Admiral and myself at several of the upcoming Council meetings around the ar-
ea.  The next Exemplification is scheduled for April 6, 2019 in Laurel, Maryland.  The Assembly would like 
to present a large class to the Master for this degree.  
 

We are in the third quarter of the fraternal year. The second 50/50 quarterly drawing was held at the Decem-
ber 10, 2018 meeting and the total pot was $63.  The 50% ($31.50) was won by SK Hyacinth N. Uzoma.  Par-
ticipating Assembly members must be in good standing and need not be present the night of the drawing to 
win.  The next quarterly drawing will be March 11, 2019.   

 

 The next Assembly meeting will be held on Monday, February 11th. 
Refreshments will be available at 6:30 P.M and the meeting will commence at 7 P.M. at 

St. Pius X Council 4076, Sarto Hall, 3611 Stewart Road, Forestville, MD 20747. 

Auxiliary Bishop Mario Eduardo Dorsonville-Rodriguez 

Archdiocese of Washington DC 
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Worthy brothers, 

The Fletcher Council Knights are on the march again, and I would like to thank all brothers 
and parishioners that braved the cold to participate in the March for Life. Special thanks to 
our parochial vicar, Fr. Boxie for the thought-provoking and courageous sermon delivered at 
the event. The homily is freely available on YouTube titled: 2019 Youth Rally and Mass for 
Life Homily, Fr. Robert Boxie. As the council continues to excel in all areas of our Faith in 

Action program, brother Knights are very proud of what we do for our parish and our community. 

We look forward to many more activities through the fraternal year that will promote charity, unity, and frater-
nity. Planning and implementation are in progress for the Basketball Free Throw, Fish Fries, Food drive involv-
ing Bread/Pastries Pick Up & Delivery, and the Mardi Gras. I encourage all brother knights to join in the spir-
itual and cultural events of the council to show our Faith in Action by engaging in at least one council event/
activities during the remaining fraternal year.  

“As knights, we have something great to give and the first thing we have to give is ourselves.” 

-Carl Anderson, Supreme Knight 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Fidelis Ajudua, Deputy Grand Knight 

ajudua32@yahoo.com                                          301-283-1985 

Rosary for Life 
 

Those who die in God’s grace and friendship live forever with Christ. Because of our belief and hope in the 
Resurrection, we can face death not with fear, but with trust. We pray that society might recognize that every 
day of our lives is a gift and is always worth living, especially our final days. We need not fear. Christ is with 
us.  

FAITH ACTIVITIES 
Alan M. Davis, Faith Activities Director 

adavis1960@verizon.net                              301-808-8009 
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Holy Pig Feet Batman! 

For the 25th Year In A Row, The James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council’s 

Annual Mardi Gras Is A Sellout. 

              COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
                         Michael Younger, Grand Knight                                             

                                                            mrwhy@verizon.net                                                   301-980-6779 
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 COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

                                                             Cal A. Thompson, Council Activities Director 
                                                      calthompsn@msn.com                             301-249-2955 

 

James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council Charities Support 
St. Michael Catholic Church 

Delta State, Nigeria 

SK Charles N. Okpah (Past Grand Knight) recently made a trip to the Delta State, Nigeria in the re-
gion known as the South-South geo-political zone. During  his trip, he had the privilege of visiting 
St. Michael Catholic Church and met with Reverend Father S. Chukwun and students. Charles visit 
was not by chance, but one planned in early 2018 in support of the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Charities 
to provide supplies and financial assistance to the St. Michael Catholic Church. This included tui-
tion assistance to four (4) of the students shown above: Michael F. Osedebe, Kenneth U. Banye, 
Martha N. Okafor and Onicha Uko  
 

Reverend Chukwun was very thankful for the gifts and said that the supplies will be shared with the 
children of the school and parishioners. As we concluded our visit, Reverend Chukwun offer a spe-
cial prayer for the council, thanking God and said that it is often said that “God moves in mysterious 
ways” and that the James C. Fletcher Council just happen to be one of His ways. 
 

Together We Can Make A Different 
Priscilla C. Okolie 

L/R Michael F. Osedebe, Martha N. Okafor, Charles Okpah, Father S. Chukwuna, Onicha Uko, Kenneth U. Banye 



 

15  

Never In My Wildest Dream 

Our hearts were pumping with excitementas we entered the Capital One Arena in Washington, D.C. The 
crowd was huge, nearly 20,000 people filled the stands. We were spiritually moved by crowd, singing and mu-
sic. The Mass was traditional, but a blur until our very own Reverend Robert P. Boxie III, Parochial Vicar at 
St. Joseph Church in Largo Maryland and a Brother Knight approached the ambo for the homily at the Youth 
Rally and Mass for Life. It was truly awesome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening his homily at the Mass, Father Robert Boxie III, said, “To see this arena filled with the Body of 
Christ, I’m looking out and seeing hope for the future of our church, and hope for the future of our country. 
It’s an awesome and beautiful sight!” Noting that the first reading at the Mass included the passage from Jere-
miah 1:5, “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you,” he added, “The womb is the first place God en-
counters us. God encounters us in the womb and seeks to encounter us in each moment of our lives.” We and 
so too were the audience mesmerized. Thereafter, his message and homily went viral, and may be read, 
viewed and heard throughout the world wide web network, on YouTube, facebook, etc. Excerpts of his homily 
were captured in the Catholic Standard, Washington Post, several other local publications.  

For many in our group, this was their first time to attend the Annual Youth Rally and Mass.  It proved to be 
quite moving and truly touched one’s heart. This feeling seemed to radiated throughout the Capital One Arena. 
Never In My Wildest Dream expressions set upon one face after another as they began to understand that the 
March for Life was here, now and real. Thus, our participation is essential if we are to have Roe vs Wade 
overturned.  

It Was Truly Awesome! 

 LIFE  ACTIVITIES 

Alan M. Davis, Past Grand Knight 
                                                                 adavis1960@verizon.net                            240-838-0412 
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 LIFE  ACTIVITIES 

Alan M. Davis, Past Grand Knight 
                                                                 adavis1960@verizon.net                            240-838-0412 
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FAMILY  ACTIVITIES - FAMILY OF THE MONTH  

Ike Agbim, Family Activities Director 
  iagbim@gmail.com                              202-276-7796 

The John E. Queen Family 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John E. Queen has been a member of St. Joseph Catholic Church since 1978. A native a St. Mary’s County, Mar-
yland, John attended Cardinal Gibbons High School. Since becoming a member of St. Joseph, John has been ac-
tive in multiple ministries and organizations.  He is one of 24 Charter Members of the James. C. Fletcher, Jr. 
Council of the Knights of Columbus which was organized by Father Michael King in 1994. John was the 1st 
Deputy Grand Knight of the Council and is an active Third Degree Member. John was also appointed to the first 
Financial Council of St. Joseph by the late Father Samuel Craig. 
 

John is a member of the Hospitality Ministry, an original CERT TEAM member, a member of the Repast Com-
mittee for funerals and an active member and past President of the St. Vincent DePaul Society where for years 
he and George Torney would travel to the Capital Food Bank in Washington to pick up pallets of food for our 
food pantry in their personal vehicles, loading, unloading, sorting and distributing food to shelters and parish 
community. 
 

John is Vietnam Veteran and proudly served in the United States Army and for the Department of the Defense 
where he retired after 38 years. 
 

John is married to his lovely wife Bernice and they are the proud parents of 3 sons, Robert, Gerald and Daryl 
(deceased), 2 daughters, Theresa and Beverly, 6 grandchildren and 3 greatgrandchildren. John is a devoted Red-
skins fan, a fantastic cook and all around Catholic gentleman. 
 

The James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422 is proud to present the January 2019 Family of the Month Award to 
the John Queen Family.  
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On February 21-24, the leaders of the world’s bishops’ conferences 
and of the Eastern Catholic Churches will meet at the Vatican in 
order to deal with “the worldwide problem of the sexual abuse of 
minors.”  Pope Francis has declared this to be "one of the vilest and 
most heinous crimes conceivable."  The meeting is a positive step, 
but as serious as pedophilia is, it is only part of a larger problem of 
clerical homosexual activity and sexual exploitation of minors and 
adults.  Cases of clerical abuse have been reported throughout Eu-
rope, the United States, South America, India, the Philippines, 
Australia, and other locales. 
 

This, unfortunately, is only one of several global problems facing 
the Church.  A second is the extensive lack of doctrinal adherence 
and defection of Catholics from the Faith.  The Benedict XVI Cen-
tre for Religion and Society found that in twelve of twenty-two 
European countries it surveyed, over half of young adults, 16-29 
years of age, do not identify with any religion.  Among self-
proclaimed Catholics, the proportion that goes to Mass regularly is 
pitifully small.  In France, only 23% of young adults identify them-
selves as Catholic, and of these only 10% attend Mass at least 
weekly.  The numbers are not more encouraging in Spain, Portugal 
and Ireland, all traditionally Catholic countries. 
 

The situation is similar in the United States.  According to the Pew 
Research Institute, while 21% of the U.S. population claims to be 
Catholic, another 15% was raised Catholic but no longer consider 
themselves as such.  As dismal as this is, the problem runs deeper.  
Only 23% of U.S. Catholics attend Mass weekly, states the Center 
for Applied Research in the Apostolate.  Further, many self-
identified Catholics want the Church to change its doctrines.  Six-
in-ten, the Pew study found, hold that the Church should allow 
priests to marry, ordain women as priests, and permit divorced and 
remarried Catholics to receive Communion; nearly half say the 
Church should recognize the marriages of gay and lesbian couples.  
The Church today exists in a culture where religious affiliation and 
church attendance are unimportant, and where many people want 
religious doctrine to accommodate societal trends. 
 

A third global issue is the persecution of Christians because of 
their faith.  The latest World Watch List from Open Doors reports 
that worldwide 215 million Christians currently face significant 
levels of oppression.  In 35 of the 50 countries on the list, “Islamic 
extremism remains the global, dominant driver of persecution” and 
religious conflict.  In India, violence and injustice are growing as a 
result of radical Hindu nationalism.  In China, the rulers want reli-
gion to be authentically Chinese and free from foreign control.  In 
North Korea, Christians are subjected to heinous brutality, includ-
ing forced labor, starvation, and mandatory abortion.  A study by 
Aid to the Church in Need concludes that “the persecution of 
Christians is today worse than at any time in history.” 
  

Can this be a modern-day apocalypse for the Catholic Church?  
Will the worldwide spiritual and temporal problems it faces be 
fatal?  No, the Church has experienced severe crises in the past and 
survived – and will do so again. 
 

In the 16th century, the Church confronted comparable, if not great-
er, problems.  The laity barely understood the Faith.  Priests were 
generally poorly educated, lax in their duties, and many led immor-
al lives.  Cardinals and bishops were appointed by patronage, held 
significant temporal power and acted no differently than others of 
worldly authority.  There was no common liturgy, with elements of 
the Mass varying with local customs. 

In addition, there was the development and growth of Protestant-
ism.  In 1517, Martin Luther publically challenged the practice of 
selling indulgences.  What began as an effort at church reform be-
came a schism.  When the pope would not grant King Henry VIII 
an annulment, Parliament in 1534 recognized the King as head of 
the church in England.  By the 1560s, Northern Germany and 
Scandinavia were Lutheran, England was establishing a state 
church, France was in turmoil, and there were Protestant inroads 
into Poland. 
 

Externally, a militarily aggressive and expanding Islamic Ottoman 
Empire threatened the existence of Christian Europe.  By 1541, 
Syria, Arabia, Palestine, Egypt, most of Hungary, and the 
entire coast of North Africa were under Otto man control.  As 
the threat grew, the Christian princes were fighting among them-
selves.  The fall of Europe seemed inevitable. 
 

But, it was not to be. A series of popes worked to reform the 
Church, stem the advance of Protestantism, and protect Europe.  In 
1540, Pope Paul III established the Society of Jesus with ten mem-
bers.  Forty years later, five thousand highly-educated Jesuits, who 
focused on reconstructing church life and teaching the Faith, were 
dealing with the ignorance and materialism of priests and laity 
around the world. 
 

The Council of Trent, which concluded in 1563, made numerous 
pronouncements to clarify Catholic doctrine and to reform the in-
ternal discipline of the church.  When Pius V was elected in 1566, 
he saw to the completion of a Catholic Catechism, arranged for a 
new Roman Breviary, regularized the Roman rite of the Mass, 
made praying the Divine Office obligatory, appointed cardinals and 
bishops by merit rather than patronage, insisted that priests wear 
clerical garb, reformed religious houses, and had the works of St. 
Thomas Aquinas taught in seminaries. 
 

In confronting the Protestant challenge, Pius V excommunicated 
England’s Queen Elizabeth, removed eight French bishops for 
heresy, and disputed with Germany’s emperor and Poland’s king.  
As a result, Poland, Bavaria, Austria and France were largely se-
cured for Catholicism, although England and parts of Germany 
remained Protestant. 
 

To meet the Ottoman threat, Pius V organized a coalition of Catho-
lic principalities as the Holy League, and put a Christian fleet into 
action to oppose a powerful Ottoman armada that was seeking to 
control the Mediterranean.  The two navies met in an epic battle at 
Lepanto in 1571.  The Ottomans were overwhelmingly defeated, 
thus stopping their attempts at expansion for over a century. 
 

The Church not only survived an apocalyptic series of problems, 
but thrived.  No mere human institution could have endured the 
persecutions, heresies and scandals that the Catholic Church has 
withstood, not only in the 16th century, but over 2000 years.  God 
did not abandon His Church in the past, no matter how dire the 
circumstances and He will not do so now. 

 

Reflections 
Lawrence P. Grayson 

 

Apocalypse 2019 or Not? 

https://www.opendoorsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/WWL2018-BookletNew.pdf
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It is 2019 and I still have so many unanswered ques-
tions!!!!  I still haven't found out who let the dogs 
out...where's the beef...or how to get to Sesame Street... 
why Dora doesn't just use Google Maps...Why do all fla-
vors of fruit loops taste exactly the same, or how many 
licks does it take to get to the center of a tootsie pop......why 
eggs are packaged in a flimsy carton, but batteries are se-
cured in plastic that's tough as nails...what does the fox 
say... why "abbreviated" is such a long word; or why is 
there a D in 'fridge' but not in refrigerator... why lemon 
juice is made with artificial flavor yet dish-washing liquid 
is made with real lemons... why they sterilize the needle for 
lethal injections... and, why do you have to "put your two 
cents in" but it's only a "penny for your thoughts" where's 
that extra penny going to... why does The Alphabet Song 
and Twinkle Twinkle Little Star have the same tune... why 
did you just try to sing those two previous songs... and just 
what is Victoria's secret? ... You know I am not really this 
witty?? ... I actually got this from a friend, who stole it from 
his brother's girlfriend's, uncle's cousin's, baby momma's 
doctor who lived next door to an old class mate's mail 
man... 

* * * 

I played for a semi-pro baseball team. 
 

At every game we sold raffle tickets. Half the money paid 
the team's expenses and the other half went to the winning 
ticket holder. 
 

One day they held the drawing just as I was stepping up to 
bat. 
 

The home plate umpire pulled the winning ticket, and then 
turned to me. "Could you read me the number?" he asked. 
"My vision's not too good." 

* * * 

Four surgeons were taking a coffee break and were discuss-
ing their work. The first one said, "I think accountants are 
the easiest to operate on. You open them up, and everything 
inside is numbered." 
 

The second one said, "I think librarians are the easiest to 
operate on. You open them up, and everything inside is in 
alphabetical order." 
 

The third one said, "I like to operate on electricians. You 
open them up, and everything inside is color coded." 
 

The fourth one said, "I like to operate on lawyers. They are 
heartless, spineless, and gutless, and their head and tail are 
interchangeable." 

 

* * * 

On an airplane, the flight attendant asked a man, "Would 
you like dinner?" 
 

The man responded, "What are my choices?" 
 

The flight attendant answered, "Yes, or no." 
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Maryland State Council Officers 
 

State Deputy                                           Dale  W. Trott 

McNamara Chapter President               Joseph Massimini. 

District Deputy                                       George T. Riddle 

District Warden                                      Terry Reinhart 

 

James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council Officers 
 

Chaplain                                                  Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 

Associate Chaplain                                 Rev. Robert P. Boxie, III 

Assistant to the Chaplain                       Deacon Steven Nash 

Grand Knight.                                        Michael E. Younger 

Deputy Grand knight                             Fidelis K. Ajudua 

Chancellor.                                            Harold Countee 

Warden.                                                 John Bechet 

Financial Secretary                                John O. Grier 

Recorder.                                               Gerry Anderson 

Treasurer                                                Harold F. Sanders, Jr. 

Lecturer.                                                Calvin A. Thompson 

Advocate                                               David D. Martin 

Trustee 3 year                                         Bernard Broadus 

Trustee 2 year.                                       Alan Davis 

Trustee 1 year.                                       Ikechukwu R. Agbim 

Inside Guard.                                        Charles N. Okpah 

Outside Guard.                                     Gilbert Neblett 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SURVEY TIME 
 

The objective of the Fletcher Council’s Newsletter is to keep our 
council members informed of recent and planned Council/Order 

activities and at time to put a smile on your face. 
Has it met these goals? 

What say you? 
 

What changes would you recommend? 
What say you? 

 

Do you recommend that the council continues this form 
of communications, the Newsletter? 

What say you? 
 

Email Your Survey Comments To 
Grand Knight-Elect 

Mike Younger 
mrwhy@verizon.net & vhawkinsjr@aol.com 

 

***FEBRUARY - 2019** 
 

02      Francis N. Somerville 

 04     G. Emeka O. Onwezi 

 06      John M. Doherty  

 07     Michael M. Turay 

 09     Joseph E. Jenifer  

 11     Jose R. Barberena   

 14     Gilberto V. Neblett  

 16     John E. Queen  

 18     J. Bernard Broadus  

 20     Agya Y Adomako-Archin  

 21     Jideofor C. Omeili   

 22     Ernest E. Bennett  

 23     M. Sammy Miller   

 27     Antonio D. DeLeonibus   

 28     John W. Huntley 

 

“The Joy 

Of A  

Late Winter 

Birthday” 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
**FEBRUARY** 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“That’s DGK Fidelis Ajudua” 
02       Groundhog Day 
07       Fletcher Council Meeting, 7:30 PM 
10    Black History Program at St. Joseph, 1 P.M. 
11     Bishop Walsh Assembly Meeting, 7 P.M. 
14    St. Valentines Day 
17     Chapter Honoree Dinner For Vern Hawkins 
18    Presidents’ Day 
20    McNamara Chapter Mtg., Most Holy Rosary Council 11511 
21     Fletcher Council Meeting, 7:30 PM  
22    Catholics in Annapolis 
24    KC LADIES Pancake Breakfast 


